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Observations on the Cause of White Spots on the Surface of
Dried Wakame, Undaria pinnatifida
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Observations on the Cause of White Spots on the Surface of
Dried Wakame, Undaria pinnatifida

Ryusei ITO

Summary

Many white spots appeared on the surface of dried Wakame, which was collected in Kitsuki City, Oita Prefecture, late in
March 2009. The cause of white spots was investigated.
1. The dried Wakame was rehydrated with seawater for microscopic observation. It was found that large amounts of
diatoms, genus Licmophora, were attached to hairs extending from hair conceptacles on the surface of the thalli.

2. It was decided that dried diatoms cause to white spots.
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