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Growth and Production of Hiziki on Culture Ropes Using Seedlings
Obtained from Different Parts of the Wild Plant

Ryusei ITO, Toshinobu TERAWAKI, Cyril Glenn SATUITO and Hitoshi KITAMURA

Summary

Different parts of Hiziki seeds for culture on culture ropes were tested for growth and production.

1. Hiziki was collected with holdfast from natural communities and divided into the following four groups: whole thallus,
erect part, upper thallus, and lower thallus. The four groups were placed on culture ropes in November 2002 and
cultured until June of the following year.

2. The whole thallus group had the longest thalli, followed by the erect part group, the upper thallus group, and the lower
thallus group in the descending order. Thallus length was significantly shorter in the lower thallus group, which had no

main branch apices, than in the other groups.
3. The whole thallus group had the largest production (wet), 9.0 kg, per one meter of culture rope, followed by the erect

part group with 7.3 kg (81% of the whole thallus group), the upper thallus group with 6.7 kg (74%), and the lower
thallus group with 5.2 kg (58%).

4. The use of whole thallus was judged to be the most effective for culture in terms of production and labor.
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