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The Digestive Tract Contents of the Wild Ducks Flied around the Nori Cultivation Farms

Ryusei ITO

Summary

At farms of Nori cultivation with support pillars system in tidelands of Bungotakada City and Nakatsu City, Oita

Prefecture, 10 duck individuals representing five species (mallard, spot-billed dick, pintail, European wigeon, and

green-winged teal) were caught in the autumn and winter in 2007 and 2008. Their digestive tract contents were studied.

1.

One mallard's digestive tract was confirmed to contain 10 pieces of family Columbellidae , the other's was confirmed to

contain 0.46 g of Zostera japonica leaf; a spot-billed duck's was confirmed to contain hypogeal stems of Z. japonica; and a

pintail's was confirmed to contain seven pieces of Musculista senhausia.

2. Feces collected at the seashores were confirmed to have many pieces of Z. japonica leaf.

3. No Nori-like thallus was found in digestive tracts or in feces.

4. Numbers of the ducks in the areas increased 2.5-3.3-fold in 2008-2009 from 2007.
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