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Oita Prefecture, in which we live, is connected with the world through the Sea Road.

We have a long history of people forming relationships with one another, learning

Usuki City Board of Education, Oita Prefecture International Policy Section, Oita Prefectural Library,
OPAM, Oita Art Museum, Watanabe Co., Ltd., Kawashima Masato, Kitsuki City Board of Education,
Kunisaki City Board of Education, Sankei Great Man House of Kunisaki City,

Miura Baien Muscum of Kunisaki City, Public Interest Incorporated Foundation Hirose Museum,
Fukuzawa Kyutei Hozonkai Foundation, Taketa City Board of Education, Nakashima Katsuhiko,
Nakatsu City Board of Education, Hita City Board of Education

together and many people then leaving the prefecture for the world. Here you can
learn the contributions and achievements of the people who have had relationships
with the world and share them with the people of many countries.
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Christian feudal lord during the Warring
States Period born in Funai{Oita). Otomo
was first called Shiohoushimaru and
changed to Yoshishige upon coming of
As the
head of Otomo clan, he not only gained

age. Later he called himself Sorin.

control over Northern Kyushu, but also
started trade with Portugal and protected
Christianity. He made Funai{Oita City) and
Usuki the center of Western Culture. After
meeting Francisco Xavier, a missionary, he
began to believe in Christianity and then he
was baptized. (His Christian name was
Francisco.) Later he moved his base to
Usuki from Funai and spent his last days in
Tsukumi.
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Priest in the Edo period born in Kunisaki.
Petro was his baptized name, but he
called himself Kasui. He was the first
Japanese who visited Jerusalem and
went fo Rome to be a priest. He came
back to Japan to work for the Christians
under the ban of Christianity. Finally he
was arrested, but he persisted in his

belief to his death.
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The map of Japan made by Teixeira, a Jesuit from
Portugal, was the first world map showing the Japan
It was published in 1595 in Europe, with the
letters BYNGO (Bungo) representing the whole of
Other cities in Bungo, such as Funay (Funai),
Figi (Hiji) and Vsugi {Usuki), where trade with the West
and the protection of Christianity took place, were also
marked on the map. This was a reflection of the great
power that Otomo Sorin spread to Northern Kyushu,
starting from Bungo, showcasing that his success was
widely known, even in the far West.




T o 65 5 Th

| BRI

E THRUAL.

EEI‘QENT’JE Tanomura Chikuden

B R b

S 1F D

1777 (Z2x64) ~ 1835 (%T%GE)

s
..-e—..\ T

(RO THEMEARE)
Collection of Oita Art Museum

T AR [ R

PR AR S A
BTSSR RER LR

I Bad

WA B

-
ST

e _—— i iF wew e
[ o s e et st e 3
- o G - TR - W
- 3 ~ "y P w e
- 4 - - A v
. 5 - 4 e ), R o =
= . - ” ! p F
; 4 ® ; £

SVHAENDIESHL T

(mE=ZREHR] (52)

Saikan Sanyu Soukakuzu (part)
(Two Cranes with a Pine Tree, a Bamboo

Tree and a Ume Tree)

(KRS RILEMBEZHEE)

Deposited at Oita Prefectural At Museum
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Literatus and painter in the Edo period
born in Taketa. Tanomura studied at
Yugakkan, school of the Oka clan.
He served the Oka clan and compiled
the topography of Bungo, in Bungo
Kokushi. But, he quit his job young
and went on to master the likes of
poetry, calligraphy, painting, flower
arranging and conducting tea ceremo-
nies. Especially in painting, he learned
Nanga (Chinese landscape painting)
and left a lot of excellent works.
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- People Who Did Great Works in Art, Science and Medicine
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Astronomer in the Edo period born in Kitsuki.
Asada became a doctor of the Kitsuki clan,
but studied astronomy and calendrical
science in Osaka. He drew the oldest lunar
surface picture in Japan. He also opened a
private school to teach many students. One
of the craters of the moon was named

Asada to commemorate his achievements.
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Scholar of Western Science in the Edo
period. He was adopted into the Maeno
family, by the doctor of the Nakatsu
clan, and started studying medicine.
Later he also learned Dutch. He got a
Western book of anatomy Anato-
mische Tabellen and after he
observed the real anatomy, he found the
book so accurate. He translated it into
Japanese with Sugita Genpakuy et al. to
publish Kaitai Shinsho. Later he
devoted his life to the study of Dutch.
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A Crater named “Asada”
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from Koguya, Moon globe
{Selenological and Engineering Explorer)
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Philosopher and educator in the Edo
period born in Kunisaki. Miura had
been interested in natural phenomena
since he was little. He studied science
and made models to find its mechanism.,
He also studied politics, economics,
medicine and philosophy. He then
evolved a new field of study, Jorigeaku,

ThaD>E
[RER and summarized its content in a book,
Celestial Globe which many students learned at his

(ZHEEERERE) private school.
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Scholar and educator in the Edo period born in Hiji.
Hoashi studied not only Chinese Classics but also West-
ern medicine and science. He wrote Kyuritsu introducing
Western science and his own ideas. As Karo (chief retain-
er) of the Hiji clan, Hoashi also undertook the political
reform of the clan. He later opened a private school,
Seienseisha, which put emphasis on individuality.
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Confucian scholar, composer of
Chinese poetry and educator in the
Edo period born in Hita. Hirose had
learned Confucianism since his
childhood and later opened a
private school in Hita, named
Kangien. He treated his students
equally regardless of their status and
he advocated progressive education
using tests. As the school’s reputa-
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personality, it started attracting
students from all over the country,

Gettanhyo (List of students’ grade) resulting in more than five thousand

people studying there.
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People Who Were called “Three Wlse Men.
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Nakatsu
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Collection of Fukuzawa Kyutei
Hozonkai Foundation

Educator and philosopher in the Meiji

period born in Osaka and brought up in
1 Nakatsu.  Fukuzawa learned Western
studies at a private school of Ogata Koan
and also learned English by himself.
Through observations of the United States
and Europe, he published Seiyo Jijo
("Conditions in the West”) to introduce
Western systems and things. He also
established Keio Gijuku (Keio Univer-
sity) to educate many talented people.
His book Gakumon no Susume (An
Encouragement of Learning) became a
best seller and had a great influence on
many people.

1 M
Taketa

Seiyo lijo
(Conditions in the West)
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Writer in the Meiji, Taisho and Showa
periods born in Usuki. Nogami went to
Meiji Women’s School. She made her
literary debut as a writer as a disciple of
Natsume Soseki’s. She continued to
write novels until the age of 99, main-
taining her role as wife, mother and
writer.  She was the first person to
translate Johanna Spyri's Heidi, Girl
of the Alps from Swiss, introducing it
to Japan in 1920.

(N1
Heidi, Girl of the Alps

Musician in the Meiji period who spent his boyhood in
Taketa. Taki went to Tokyo Music School and taught the
piano during his time at graduate school. He then went
on to study music further at the Leipzig Conservatory in
Germany.  Unfortunately he got ill very quickly and
returned to Japan, passing away at the young age of 23.
His famous songs, such as Kojo no Tsuki (The Moon
over the Ruined Castle) and Hana (Cherry Blossoms) are
still popular today.
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Historian in the Meiji, Taisho and
Showa periods born in Kusu.
Murakami graduated from Tokyo
Imperial University, and got
involved in compiling history
books. After studying in Spain,
Italy and Holland, he worked as
principal of Tokyo Foreign
Language School and as a
professor at Taipei Imperial

University. He also coniributed to the research of the relations between
Japan and Europe through investigation and translation of foreign
historical materials, such as letters sent to Europe by missionaries who
came to Japan during Otomo Sorin’s period.
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Kunisaki

Diplomat and politician in the Meiji, Taisho and Showa
periods born in Kitsuki. He graduated from Tokyo Imperial
University and entered the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
become a diplomat. Even after losing his right leg in the
bombing attack in 1932, Shigemitsu continued to do his best
for international peace. In 1945, as a representative of the
Japanese government, he signed the Instrument of Surrender.
And as Foreign Minister after the war, he worked hard in the
restoration of diplomatic ties with the Soviet Union (Russia)
and joining the United Nations. He stated in a speech at the
United Nations that “Japan can be a bridge between East
and West,” which was highly appreciated.
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Tahara’s thesis including
“the conduction system related
to the system controlling
the heartbeat”

EE 7 Tahara Sunao
1873 (BH;864F) ~ 1952 (8B8F0274F)

ERTERN. PETHFHZEBCL
7z 838 - KERRDOEFE., RR%HE
KEERERL(C R YNBZU. DIEICD
WTOMRERDFUIZ. ZUTIDED
BEEIY ~O—)LI DERHCBEDD
[RIMGER] ZHEIU. DENRZED
MITBZEYINUSEXR UL, ZOWR
NEEEBDOR—AX—N—DEHES
. ZLDADGBHONTNET,

.............................................

Medical scientist in the Meiji and Taisho
periods who was born in Kunisaki and
spent his boyhood in Nakatsu. After
graduating from Tokyo Imperial Universi-
ty, Tahara conducted further research on
the heart in Germany. He discovered a
conduction system related to the system
controlling the heartbeat, which opened
a brand-new path of cardiac surgery. His
study led to the development of the pace-
maker, which has saved many lives.
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Manuscript of the speech at the United Nations
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Takano studied various branches of
medical science, such as anatomy, acupuncture and
moxibustion treatment and veterinary medicine, and worked as a veterinarian in
Oita Prefecture and Osaka. After serving in the Sino-Japanese War, he estab-
lished a training school for the blind (current Oita Prefectural School for the Blind)
in QOita City in 1901 and became the first principal. Several years later, he
opened a gastrointestinal hospital in Tokyo and happened to meet Sun Yat-Sen in
exile in Japan, who was suffering from a stomach disorder. As he treated Sun
to recover completely, they became good friends. Sun introduced Takano as @
good doctor, inviting him to Shanghai, where Takano opened his own haospital.
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Born in Usuki. Yoshida learned how to dye and weave at the Chemical Engineer-
ing department at Tokyo Technical School {current Tokyo Institute of Technology).
Abter working in QOita and Kagoshima, he worked as principal of engineering
schools in Tokushima, Nara and Ishikawa. From 1903, as an examiner of Domes-
tic Industrial Exhibition and a prefectural engineer, he contributed to the spread
and the development of the skills of dyeing and weaving in Japan. In 1919, he
was appointed principal at Taipei Technical School, where he did his best to
spread technology in Taiwan and develop talented individuals.
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People Who Contributed to Asia
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from “A Great Man Who Born in Fukuoka. Suenaga graduated from Oita
Connected Oita with Taiwan” pofe 1| Agricultural School and went to Taiwan in
1910 to work as an agricultural testing laboratory technician. He worked on
breeding rice using Japanese rice with Iso Eikichi, professor of Taipei Imperial
University. They succeeded in the development of the new breed, Tahichu No. 65.
This breed matched the climate of Taiwan and it was also disease-resistant and
finally increased the amount of yield. It was named Horaimai in Taiwan in praise
of its excellence. Suenaga’s achievement of bringing weclth in Taiwan was so
highly appreciated that he is still being called the Mother of Horaimai today.
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Born in Usa, Nakashima studied at Usa Agricultural School and Tokyo Agricultur-
al University. After graduating in 1927, he went to Kanan Taishu in Taiwan to
serve as an agricultural advisor. He went around villages to maintain the irriga-
tion ditches of the dam water and worked as an instructor of agricultural
techniques. After World War I, he handed over his work in Taiwan and returned
to his hometown. His achievements were passed down from generation to gener-
ation in Taiwan, and his tomb was even built there while he was still alive. His
words were “What | left in Taiwan were water supply and education,” but he
worked very hard for the people of Taiwan. 2
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There were many people who paved the way
abroad by themselves after the Meiji period. Most
of them pursued agriculture, and in spite of
various hardships, they never gave up hope and
continued to work hard in farming. There were
also many politicians, diplomats and private
citizens who did their best after the World War Il
to reestablish international relationships with
Asian and European countries which were ruined
by the repeated wars.

Although the current records that we have cannot
confirm any small details of these activities, the
magnitude of their efforts have certainly been
showcased, as the results are still evident today.
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Born in Usa. Watanabe studied law at a university in Tokyo. He
then went to the United States and formed the organization Aikoku
Domeikai (Patriotic Alliance) in San Francisco for Japanese
nationals living in the United States. After returning to Japan, he
formed Shokumin Kyokai (Emigration Association) with Enomo-
to Tokeaki, the Foreign Minister, aimed to aid emigration and
cultivation. With the help of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Wata-
nabe set up an overseas travel company and started emigration to
Hawaii. As this was the first time that Japan had seen such efforts
from a private citizen, Watanabe was later called “the pioneer of the
emigration project.”
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People who paved the way abroad.
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Born in Kitsuki. After graduating from the low department of Tokyo
Imperial University, Sano tried his hand at the theater. He left Japan
in 1931 for the United States and entered Russia by way of Europe.
He studied drama ot Meierkhol’d Theater for three years. He
visited theaters in Paris and all over the United States. Finally, he
established a progressive theater school in Mexico City. He worked
hard training actors, and many of them made their debuts in Holly-
wood and other places. He was called the Father of Mexican

Theater.

L #D BHDBD

*I.B'['F ; Toshimitsu Minoru
1893 (B/8264F) ~ & FKReT

BETEFRN. KIE15F(1926) (LT ZI)LICHBAEL. I—E—

PIBIEOHBICROBAH. RHETRIULE UL, BR27E
(1962) ICIRBULIZ6. BRFOADEHNBHSERBRERS. IV
WICRETDIARDPBAZ—ATOHNRT [KDRAR] OMERHE
DICBHRUIZ. ezt BS5FBIERICHIL. BAZROD
12H0 [BREFR] FERPHERMEGE. HRBUABEICEX
WICERULE Uz,
Born in Hiji. Toshimitsu emigrated to Brazil in 1926 and set up a
company to cultivate coffee and cotton. When returning to Japan in
1952, he was asked by the Governor of Qita to form the organization
Oita Kenjinnkai (Association of people who came from Oita
Prefecture). He did this by visiting each of the residents from Oita all
over Brazil, and later became the vice-president of the organization.
He continued to make a great contribution to social welfare, for
example, by opening Sunday School and kindergartens for the
prefectural association.




